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We recognize and are troubled by the harm being done to the environment and to public health, particularly the health of those among us who are most vulnerable, by the ways we allow businesses and individuals to operate.  We are aware that actions to prevent this harm are not being taken and that the methods of risk assessment, deliberation and discourse used by governmental bodies and others in the US often discourage such action.  We recognize that our government focuses on determining "acceptable" levels of damage to the environment and public health, rather than on encouraging democratic discussion of the safest, cleanest ways to meet our needs--- which would lead to very different social actions. 

Some of the assertions being used to delay preventative actions in the face of plausible and possible harm are that such actions:

· threaten individual or corporate profit-making,

· threaten "global competitiveness", 

· violate individual rights, 

· threaten quality of life, and

· are not justified because there is not indisputable evidence of causal connections between human actions and damage to the environment and public health.

Ironically, it is the failure to protect public health and the environment that in fact threatens individual rights and quality of life;  and the lack of prudent stewardship of earth and its inhabitants that is not justified.  

Manipulation of valid public concerns to serve private interests has created a backdrop for immoral actions by governmental agencies and officials, corporations, and individuals.  These include the Bush Administration's abandonment of the Kyoto Protocol to slow global warming;  irresponsible use of biocides (pesticides, antibiotics, etc.) so that people are exposed to them inadvertently, natural ecosystems are damaged, and pests develop resistance;  dumping hazardous waste in landfills and bodies of water, where future generations must deal with them;  and pollution of our bodies and earth with persistent synthetic chemicals that have largely unknown biological effects.

As Quakers, we recognize that the Society of Friends has developed processes which allow honest deliberation and discourse, keeping moral considerations central to discussion of action, and balancing the rights and needs of the individual with needs of the community.  We believe that this understanding and experience of Quaker process is sorely needed to protect our environment and public health, and leads to public responsibilities.

New England Yearly Meeting therefore accepts the corporate responsibility to take actions to prevent harm to the environment and the public health if such harm is plausible and possible, even if not definitively proven.  This responsibility involves the following components:

· to speak truth to power by identifying opportunities to witness and protest the harm that is being done to public health and the environment through lack of protective action (for example, by defunding protective laws or failing to implement them, through pervasive petroleum subsidies, and by failure to invest in cleaner energy sources);

· to witness and protest the ways that especially vulnerable people are being harmed inequitably by the lack of protective action (for example, children or the elderly being exposed to harmful pesticides by spraying buildings or fields while they are present);

· to seek to bring Quaker experience of deliberative processes and consensus-building to public debate of proper courses of action;

· to solicit and respond to requests by public interest groups to share such experience;  and

· to designate a delegate from NEYM to participate in the coalition being formed in Massachusetts to further an approach to public health and the environment that emphasizes preventing harm.

