NEW ENGLAND FRIENDS IN UNITY WITH NATURE COMMITTEE

c/o Clerk:  Molly Anderson

22 Lawrence Lane

Arlington, Massachusetts 02474

781.648.6839
mollydelcarmen@hotmail.com

June 18, 2001

Dear Monthly Meeting Clerk,

We are sending this message to you so that your Meeting can consider the attached proposed minute.  At Yearly Meeting Sessions in Rhode Island this August, we will request that it be adopted.  This minute deals with familiar Quaker concerns of honesty, integrity, stewardship, and witness;  yet adopting it will challenge us to express those testimonies in new ways.  We ask that you please read the proposed minute in your Monthly Meeting committees, post it on your bulletin board and place it in your newsletter.  We would be happy to send you an electronic version (which can be requested through the Clerk's e-mail address).  Please shine the Light through our individual and gathered lenses that we may know God’s will in this matter.   

At Yearly Meeting sessions, our committee will offer a workshop on Monday entitled Quakers Working for Ecological Integrity and Public Health through the Precautionary Principle, addressing the concepts offered in this proposed minute.  A related clearness dialog will take place in the evening.  A 3-day workshop on Right Sharing of World Resources also will be offered, challenging us to consider existing and new ways of consuming.  As we have done at other Yearly Meetings, NEFUN will sponsor early morning worship outdoors.  An additional opportunity to seek unity with nature will be through "transformation walks", guided by a map of special features and queries.  We hope that these walks will encourage reflection and insights on ways that our species has transformed the earth and ways that we as Quakers are called to heal and protect the earth, humans, and its other inhabitants.

It is our hope that you will find in this message inspiration to join us in Rhode Island to begin (or continue) the joyous work of building a future of ecological integrity, where Quakers will be thoughtful and loving caretakers of God's garden.

Sincerely,

New England Friends in Unity with Nature Committee Members

