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in other Quaker News
NE FRIENDS LAUNCH SPANISH 
QUAKER LITERATURE WEBSITE
Benigno Sánchez-Eppler (Northampton 
MM) and Susan Furry (Smithfi eld MM) 
have launched raicescuaqueras.org
for their Spanish translations of 
Quaker literature. Recent works in-
clude Woolman’s Plea for the Poor (Una 
petición por los pobres) and an emerg-
ing anthology of passages from early 
Friends.

ENVIRONMENTAL LEADERSHIP 
WORKCAMP IN MEXICO
The Quaker Leadership Program 
at Westtown School invites you to 
consider joining them for an Environ-
mental Leadership Service Workcamp 
in the summer of 2010 in Huatusco, 
Mexico. These programs are for youth 
and adults. This workcamp has a trans-
formative eff ect on participants. The 
deadline for registration is February 1. 
westtown.edu/our_program/sum-
mer_workcamps.aspx

QUAKER LOBBYING ORG 
SEEKS LEAD FUNDRAISER

The Friends Committee on National 
Legislation, a non-partisan Quaker 
lobby in the public interest, is seeking 
an experienced director of develop-
ment to take their fund development 
to a new level, leading all aspects of 
the program, including major donors, 
annual fund and on-line donations, 
planned giving, foundation grants 
and a possible capital campaign. 
fcnl.org/about/jobs/ 

WESTERLY MM FRIEND 
AUTHORS QUAKER ANTHOLOGY
Dave Madden (Westerly MM) has 
released a new book, A Quaker Cup-
board: Bible Verses and Friendly Voices 
in Prose and Poems on the Quaker Testi-
monies of Spices

“Using the 
acronym SPICES, 
A Quaker Cup-
board presents 
the testimonies of 
Simplicity, Peace, 
Integrity, Com-
munity, Equality 
and Stewardship 
through Bible 
verses, yearly 
meeting queries, 
poems and prose 
from Quakers over the centuries. All 
proceeds after printing costs will fund 
community outreach by the Westerly 
Monthly Meeting.”

Did you ever want to hear the 23�� Psalm 
in Swahili? • Did you ever wonder why 
pre-World War II Quakerism spread like 
stampeding gazelles in Kenya? • Did 
you ever want to embrace Friends com-
ing from afar like the Israelites walking 
into the promised land? • Did you ever 
wonder what it would mean for you to 
BE salt and light in the world?

If you have, then you will want 
to know that about 20 New England 
Friends will be at the Sixth World 

Conference in Kenya this April, spon-
sored by the Friends World Committee 
for Consultation. The theme is Be-
ing Salt and Light: Friends Living the 
Kingdom of God in a Broken World. 
NEYM has nominated representatives, 
others are going in “open places.” Visit 
saltandlight2012.org to learn more. 
You and your Meeting can prepare by 
utilizing the online study guide.

The World Conference is a once-in-
a-generation experience for Friends 

around the world — the last was held 
in 1991. Why is this gathering impor-
tant? What will “Being Salt and Light” 
mean to you and your Meeting? 

Salt preserves, fl avors, burns yet 
heals. It is necessary for life. Light 
exposes and illuminates everything; it 
refl ects back to us and on us. It, too, is 
necessary for life. It is with a sense of 
risk and the unknown that we venture 
into the World Conference. We know 
the brokenness of our world in terms 
of the environment, economics, in-
equality and injustice. We do not know 
what the Living God will ask us to do 
as salt and light, but have faith that it 
will be revealed. 

At our Yearly Meeting Sessions in 
August Young Adult Friends asked 
us all to listen to diff erent voices and 
“where the words come from.” In Ke-
nya, voices from East Africa, Asia, Latin 
America, Europe and North America 
will be raised in song and prayer. Let us 
practice opening our ears, hearts and 
minds as we seek truth. How will we be 
transformed? And the Religious Society 
of Friends? The world? Stay tuned. 

For more information, visit 
saltandlight2012.org . A

Dorothy grannell, FWCC Committee Clerk, Portland (ME) MM
 &  Minga Claggett-Borne, Cambridge (MA) MM

Salt and light Abounds

Members of Milimani Friends Church (Kenya) sing outside their meetinghouse
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Simple sharing of worship with 
Friends from other meetings nurtures 
our knowledge and understanding of 
each other and helps build a culture 
of informed charity, ready interest, 
unity, and faithfulness. The NEYM 
Ministry & Counsel (M&C) Subcom-
mittee on Intervisitation and Travel 
in the Ministry has undertaken a 
five-year plan to encourage this kind 
of visit. Already, more than a dozen 
Friends have agreed to participate. 

How to participate: Contact 
the committee. Volunteers will be 
asked to make three visits during 
the ensuing year, attending worship 
in meetings not their own. We will 
suggest one visit nearby, one perhaps 
an hour or so away, and one at some 
distance. We can help with contact 
information, and if you wish to 
substitute different meetings, that’s 
great. Visitors will be asked to report 
after each visit, using a simple form 
provided by the Subcommittee; they 

are encouraged as well to report 
briefly to their own meeting and 
M&C. These reports will enable us 
all to track which meetings are being 
visited, and identify ways of improv-
ing our process. Our committee will 
report to Yearly Meeting Ministry & 
Counsel at least once a year. 

The result will be several hundred 
visits of friendship each year, and 
we hope that this program will get 
more Friends accustomed to visit-
ing their Friends near and far within 
the Yearly Meeting. We believe that 
such simple visits, offering the gifts 
of presence and acquaintance, will 
be very nourishing to the life of our 
meetings. 

For more information, con-
tact: Brian Drayton, clerk, 
brian_drayton@terc.edu, or the 
other members of the committee 
(contact info in minute book): Re-
becca Leuchak, Beth Gorton, Clifford 
Harrison, and Debbie Humphries. A

Visit your Friends… We Can Help!
Brian Drayton, 

Clerk, Traveling Ministries & Intervisitation 
Subcommittee of Ministry & Counsel 

Weare (NH) Monthly Meeting

I support the Yearly Meeting with a monthly pledge because it allows me to give 
back to the community that has given me so much. It is one of the ways I can 
align my spiritual values with my resources, and my resources with my spiritual 
values. Worship, work and witness hold us together in the Spirit, and all of them 
require our attention and support.  

—Leslie Manning, Durham MM

Why I Give Monthly to NEYM…

NEYM Calendar
For more information, including 
locations, please see the online calen-
dar at neym.org or call the office.
Jan 2	 NE Friend Submissions Due
Jan 5–8	 Young Adult Friends Retreat
Jan 13–15	 Junior High YM Retreat
Jan 14	 Ministry & Counsel
Jan 21	 Permanent Board
Jan 27–29	 Junior YM Retreat
Feb 10–12	 Young Friends Retreat
Feb 11	 Committee Day
Feb 18	 Sessions Committee
Mar 1	 NE Friend Submissions Due
Mar 2–4	 6th Grade Retreat
Mar 10	 Ministry & Counsel
Mar 16–18	  Junior High YM Retreat
Mar 17	 Permanent Board
Mar 30–	 Young Friends Retreat
 Apr 1
Apr 14	 Committee Day
Apr 21	 Funding our Vision
May 4–6	 Junior High YM Retreat 

Young Friends Retreat
May 5	 Sessions Committee
May 11–13	 Junior YM Retreat
May 12	 Permanent Board
	 USFW Spring Gathering
May 19	 Ministry & Counsel
Aug 4–9	 NEYM Annual Sessions
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The New England Friend 
Volume 66, Issue IV

Preparing for the Sixth World 
Conference of Friends, p. 5

NEYM 2011 Sessions Epistle: To All Friends Everywhere

Jacqueline Stillwell, 
Presiding Clerk, New England Yearly Meeting 

Monadnock Monthly Meeting (Jaffrey, NH)
What I love about our Yearly Meeting has been aptly 
captured by this year’s State of Society report. It is our 
willingness to seek truth faithfully together, knowing that 
we can and will hear God though we struggle with differ-
ent languages and perspectives, and to put our faith into 
practice both individually and collectively as we act in the 
world.

We use the name New England Yearly Meeting to mean the 
network of Friends and Friends communities in New England 
of which you are a part, including but not limited to those 
who gather in August for Annual Sessions and those who 
serve on Yearly Meeting committees throughout the year. We 

are all members of one another as we 
seek and act faithfully every day. 

I would like to share a few of the 
highlights from our 351st Annual 
Sessions that took place this August. 
It was a time of joy, compassion, 
forgiveness, healing, and building 
community for all ages as we wor-
shipped and worked together. We 
shared powerful Bible Half Hours, 
anchor groups, coffeehouse, interest 
groups, laughing and learning with 
children, and bookstore delights. 
You can read more in the minutes, 
available online at sessions.neym.org. This year:

A Message from Our New Presiding Clerk, Jacqueline Stillwell

Continued on page 2»

To Our Brothers & Sisters in the Light,
Our session at Bryant University in Smithfield, Rhode 

Island, August 6–11, 2011, brought us closer both to our past 
and our future. As a prelude, we met at the Great Meet-
inghouse in Newport, Rhode Island where Yearly Meeting 
convened 1699–1905. We celebrated the end of our 350th 
anniversary at the same time as we focused on the impact 
human society has on the future of the earth.

We worshipped in many ways, including loud and totally 
silent worship, while we acknowledged our brokenness as 
individuals and as a people. We heard powerful ministry 
from some of us who have suffered discrimination in our 
midst on the basis of race, sexual orientation, religious be-
liefs, and class. We have hurt each other both intentionally 

and inadvertently through prejudice 
and ignorance, and we are carelessly 
squandering our birthright of a planet.

When we put our lives at the dis-
posal of the divine life whose being is both truth and love, 
we are led toward healing the earth with heart, creativity, 
and humor. Solidarity, integrity, equality, and compassion 
are intrinsic to this endeavor.

We experienced increased discipline and willingness 
to listen openly and lovingly to each other. We conducted 
our business with tenderness, grateful to those who came 
prepared for reconciliation. We celebrated the fruit of that 
work and found that we could say with George Fox as he 
came away from our Yearly Meeting session in 1672: “It was 
hard for Friends to part, for the glorious power of the Lord 
. . . flowed amongst us and so united us together that we 
[had difficulty] taking leave of one another.”

—New England Yearly Meeting of Friends A

“And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your 
mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of 
God.”—Romans 12:2 (KJV)

News from 
around the 

Yearly  
Meeting, p. 4

Steve Chase 
explores next 

steps for 
 Quakers in the  

Transition 
Movement, 

p. 3
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Racial, Social, & Economic Justice Committee update

• Cuban Quaker Pastor Dikson in 
his plenary inspired us “to pay less 
attention to our internal diff er-
ences, and turn to the work that 
awaits us outside;”

• Steve Chase challenged us to 
envision a community free from 
dependence on fossil fuel — just, 
ecologically sustainable, and spiri-
tually satisfying;

• In our preliminary approval of the 
chapter on Corporate Discernment 
for the forthcoming revised Faith 
and Practice, we wrestled with the 
concept of standing aside;

• Four Friends shared deeply per-
sonal journeys with issues relat-
ing to our struggles with Friends 
United Meeting;

• Greg Williams and our Racial, 
Social, & Economic Committee 
challenged us to engage in issues 
of environment, immigration jus-
tice and racial equality;

• We moved forward to lay down 
the New England Friends Home;

• We renamed the Christian Educa-
tion Committee to Quaker Youth 
Education Committee;

• We explored what structure might 
better connect monthly meetings 
and Yearly Meeting throughout 
the year;

• We approved continuing the 
special fi nancial arrangement 
allowing meetings to withhold 
contributions to Friends United 
Meeting when supporting the 
Yearly Meeting;

• Although not in unity about how, 
the concern of creating a space 
for discernment and witness in a 
larger body at times other than 
Annual Sessions was brought 
forward;

• Young Adult Friends further ad-
dressed Climate Change in their 
epistle;

You will fi nd additional information in 
the minutes distributed to your meet-
ing or on the web site. I look forward 
to worshipping and working with you 
throughout the coming year. A

Presiding Clerk, from p.1

Dear MonthLY Meetings,
Poverty and prejudice have not gone 

away. Indeed, both are again on the 
rise. NEYM’s Prejudice and Poverty 
Fund was created in the early 1970s 
out of the spirit of reparations, in the 
continuing struggle to secure justice 

and equality for all Americans. This 
Fund gives fi nancial support to organi-
zations (and occasionally individuals) 
working to alleviate suff ering caused 
by discrimination in whatever dam-
aging form it takes. Most grants are 
under $1,000 and are non-renewable.

Grants have supported many worthy 
causes and over the last fi ve years, 
including New Bedford Meeting’s 
Peace Garden and Outreach Project, 
coordinated by Greg Williams; Beacon 
Hill Friends Meeting’s eff ort to form a 
Monthly Meeting of Color in Boston’s 
Jamaica Plain; Barnstable Friends 
Meeting’s work on unmet healthcare 
needs of low income and Wampanoag 
elders; and Donna McDaniels for her 
book Fit for Freedom, Not Friendship; 
and the Maine Human Rights Coalition.

Only a few NEYM committees are 
authorized to raise money. The Com-

mittee of Racial, So-
cial, and Economic 
Justice (CRSEJ), 
which administers 
this fund, is one. 
We come now to 
the membership 
of NEYM, hat 
proudly in hand, 
to solicit contri-
butions for this 
historic and 
essential fund.

Contributions in any amount are 
welcome and can be sent to NEYM; 901 
Pleasant Street, Worcester, MA 01602-
1908, earmarked CRSEJ’s Prejudice and 
Poverty Fund. As with any donation to 
NEYM, such contributions will be tax-
deductible to the extent allowed. 

For further information, contact 
CRSEJ clerk Rachel Carey-Harper, 
rch@cape.com or Working Party Funds 
Dispersal, James Varner; 531 Brunswick 
St, Old Town, ME 04468, 207-827-4493. 
A

mittee of Racial, So-
cial, and Economic 

which administers 

Rachel Carey-Harper, 
Clerk, Racial, Social & Economic Justice Committee

Barnstable (MA) Friends Meeting (Preparative)

RSEJ’s Anti–Racism Toolkit, an extensive 
resource collection available to meetings.

NEWS FrOM SESSIONS cOMMIttEE:

Mid-Year gathering 
Announced

The Young Adult Friends Climate 
Change Working Group and Ses-
sions Committee are collaborating 
to hold a mid-year gathering in 
the fi rst quarter of 2012, to help 
Friends further explore how we 
are led to respond to the rapidly 
accelerating pace of global change 
and to live in intergrity with the 
earth. More info soon!

2012 Sessions Theme 
Announced:

choose Integrity! More infor-
mation in coming issues of the 
New England Friend.

Questions? Contact Jean 
McCandless, Sessions Com-
mittee clerk, 802-862-8665/
jmccandl@together.net
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Next Steps for Quakers in the Transition Movement

“We yearn for community that is 
intimately dependent on the earth, 
on our neighbors, and our own self-
reliance to provide our basic needs, 
and allows us to see the consequences 
of our use of creation.”

In my Sunday plenary talk at New 
England Yearly Meeting’s Annual Ses-
sions this August, I prominently quoted 
the statement above from a January 
2011 Young Adult Friends gathering 
held at Mt. Toby Friends Meeting. I 
did so because I believe these young 
Quakers are expressing a deep spiritual 

yearning on behalf of a growing num-
ber of Friends. In response, I and others 
issued an invitation at Annual Sessions 
for more and more Friends to start 
fostering a transition to a beloved com-
munity that lives, as George Fox put it, 
“in unity with Creation.” In particular, 
we urged Friends to start working more 
closely with their neighbors as part of 
the emerging Transition Town move-
ment. This movement, which emerged 
in the United Kingdom in 2005 and has 
now spread to close to a thousand com-
munities worldwide, seeks to transition 
away from fossil fuel dependency by 
promoting creative community projects 

that increase local resilience and 
well-being while also lowering local 
energy use.

This leading among Friends is 
growing: Northwest Quarterly Meet-
ing recently held a session on the 
theme of Quakers in the Transition 
movement, two NEYM local meet-
ings are already planning to host 
Training for Transition weekends in 
their communities, Woolman Hill 
has asked my partner Katy and me 
to facilitate a weekend workshop on 
“Awakening the Dream of Transi-
tion” for Quakers and other people 
of faith this Spring, and a growing 

number of local Transition Initiatives 
in New England have active Quaker 
participants. 

To support 
these efforts, 
NEYM’s Earth-
care Ministries 
Committee has 
now launched 
Quakers In Tran-
sition, an online 
project directed 
by Ruah Swenn-
erfelt and myself. 
This new website 
offers resources, 
blog posts, work-
shop listings, and 
networking tools 
designed to help equip Quakers from 
New England Yearly Meeting and 
beyond to join, organize, and develop 
local Transition Town initiatives in 
their local areas. For more informa-
tion, please check out Quakers in 
Transition at: 
quakersintransition.wordpress.com.
Steve Chase gave the Plenary Talk 
entitled “Blessed Are The Organized” 
at the NEYM 2011 Annual Ses-
sions (audio recording available at 
neym.org/recordings). He is a mem-
ber of Putney Friends Meeting and a 
co-founder of the Transition Keene Task 
Force.  A

Steven Chase, 2011 Sessions Community Plenary Speaker 
Putney (VT) Monthly Meeting

Faith and Practice Wants Your Meeting’s Input & Experience!
Jan Hoffman  

Clerk, Faith and Practice  
Revision Committee, 

Mt. Toby (MA) Monthly Meeting
The Faith and Practice Revision 
Committee has distributed working pa-
pers for the appendices covering many 
aspects of the life of our meetings. 
We know many of you have valuable 
experience to offer as we revise these 
working papers, so please do it! Some 
teasers to get you going:

•	Interested in suggestions on writ-
ing minutes? (Appendix 1D)

•	Wondering about minutes for 
traveling under concern or in the 
ministry? (Appendix 5B)

•	Looking for possible questions for 
membership or marriage clearness 
committees? (Appendices 4C  
and 6C)

•	Need help planning memorial 
meetings? (Appendix 7D)

•	Want advice and queries for  
pastoral care committees?  
(Appendix 8A)

We welcome comments by February 
1, 2012 to neymfaithandpractice@
gmail.com (preferred) or Jan Hoff-
man, clerk, 343 West Street, Amherst, 
MA 01002. Texts can be downloaded 
and freely copied from the Faith and 
Practice website neym.org/fandp/ 
or paper copies requested from the 
NEYM office.

P.S. Chapter 4: Corporate Discern-
ment in Meetings for Business, given 
preliminary approval at Sessions in 
August, may also be helpful to your 
meeting and is available online.  A

quakersintransition.wordpress.com

Steve Chase
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Cambridge (MA) MM moved its Oc-
tober 16 Sunday morning meeting for 
worship to the sidewalk in front of Tex-
tron Defense Industries in Wilmington, 
MA. Textron makes cluster bombs. For 
two years, a few Cambridge Friends 
have worshipped every third Sunday in 
front of the Textron facility as a witness 
for peace, and were this Sunday joined 
by some 80 other Friends.

Cambridge MM also hosted a 
welcome-back event for their Mormon 
neighbors whose church has been 
rebuilt after a Sunday-morning fire 
in 2009. Three representatives of the 
Mormon church gave a before-meeting 
talk about Mormonism and four Friends 
visited with the Mormon group to talk 
about Quakerism. Then, on a beautiful 
Sunday afternoon, they put up tables on 
the lawn between the two communities, 
shared food and gave each other tours 
of the church and the meetinghouse.

Vassalboro (ME) QM’s fall gather-
ing focused on creating a new Quar-
terly Meeting structure. They explored 
forming “groups of concern,” rather 
than the usual committee and offi-
cer structure. The program included 
looking inward at the local meetings’ 
strengths and outward, connecting 
with the needs and gifts of others. 
After some discernment, five “groups 
of concerns” formed: Ramallah Friends 
School (scholarship and support for the 
school), Friends Committee on Maine 
Public Policy, Environmental Respon-
sibility & Climate Change, Outreach 
(with a special concern for young 
adults and families with children), and 
Spiritual Nurture Among Us.

Northwest QM Friends concerned 
for vocal ministry met together, called 
by Brian Drayton, a recorded minis-
ter and member of Weare (NH) MM. 
Brian notes that “a strong and diverse 
vocal ministry has always been one 
essential ingredient for a vital Society 
of Friends. While most meetings don’t 
‘record’ such gifts, they are given to 
members of the meeting nonetheless.” 
Brian invited “Friends for whom vocal 
ministry is a calling or concern, or who 
speak often in meeting” to attend. 

Dartmouth at Smith Neck (MA) 
MM has hired Eric Wasileski as their 
new pastor. Eric is a member of Mount 
Toby (MA) MM and recently completed 
his Masters from Andover-Newton 
Theological School. A veteran of the 
1991 Gulf War, Eric joined Friends in 
a search for a way to live free “from 
the occasion of all wars.” He formed 
the Veteran’s Peace Ministries, where 
veterans with direct experience with 
how violence affects one physically, 
emotionally and spiritually work with 
youth, doing conscientious objection 
and pre-enlistment counseling.

Allen’s Neck (MA) MM’s new 
pastor is Charlie Morse, a long-time 
member of neighboring Smith Neck 
meeting. Along with his call to min-
istry, Charlie has had several careers, 
including bartending and running a 
construction and renovation company, 
and since 1994, serving as pastor to the 
“un-churched,” those who have no for-
mal church affiliation, but who are in 
need of clergy. He finishes his Masters 
of Divinity at Andover-Newton this fall.

Storrs (CT) MM hosted a program 
by the Young Adult Friends Working 
Group on Climate Change. One at-
tender took away the message “don’t 
despair, act now.” Three levels of 
involvement were identified: personal 
change, alternatives in our communi-
ties, and challenging the power struc-
ture. As an example, West Falmouth 
(MA) Friends 1) started a book club to 
educate themselves, 2) planted a com-
munity garden, and 3) coordinated an 
area-wide “climate action week,” spon-
sored by Falmouth faith communities.

Northampton (MA) MM newslet-
ter reported on 15 women arrested 
and released on June 30, 2011, after 
demanding that the shutdown of the 
Vermont Yankee nuclear power plant 
and advocating installation of solar 
power on the site. Six were Quaker 
women: Frances Crowe, Sandra Bos-
ton, and Nancy First of Northampton 
(MA) MM, Spencer Smith of Plainfield 
(VT) MM, Robin Lloyd of Burlington 
(VT) MM, and Nelia Sargent of Quaker 
City–Unity (NH) MM.

Winthrop Center (ME) Friends 
Church has been approached by St. 
Andrews Episcopal Church about the 
possibility of sharing Winthrop Center’s 
building. The St. Andrews congrega-
tion lost use of their building in nearby 
Readfield, ME last spring. As the two 
communities are exploring the pos-
sibilities, Winthrop Center Friends 
were reminded that in their visioning 
process they had talked about sharing 
their building. And, lo and behold… 
The vicar of St. Andrews commented 
after one of his visits, “we felt dou-
bly welcomed, both by the members 
of your meeting, and by the space of 
the building itself.” The Meeting has 
agreed to share their building with the 
Episcopal Church beginning November 
27, 2011. The Sunday morning schedule 
will be 8am unprogrammed worship, 
9am programmed worship, 10:30am 
St. Andrews Church service.

Plainfield (VT) MM has introduced 
a new format for their meetings for 
worship for business. The agenda will 
have three items: 1) Meeting business, 
2) Ministry and Counsel concerns with 
the Meeting serving as a committee of 
the whole, and 3) witness in the world, 
again with the Meeting serving as a 
committee of the whole.

Monthly Meeting News

Winthrop Center Meetinghouse


